[image: image1.jpg]SPINA BIFIDA
. ASSOCIATION




FOR MORE INFORMATION:









Lorelei Harloe, 703-362-2774









E-mail: lh@ascendcomm.com








Web site: http:/www.sbaa.org

Bob Woodruff Roast for Spina Bifida Marked the Power of Humor

19th Annual Roast Featured Woodward, Casey, Markey and Sattler

          WASHINGTON, October 30, 2007 –– The Annual Roast for Spina Bifida last night featuring ABC News journalist Bob Woodruff showed how the healing power of humor helped the Iraq-injured anchor recover from a near-fatal traumatic brain injury. It also paralleled laughter’s role over the past 19 years in raising millions of dollars for the most common, permanently disabling birth defect in the United States.  Kicked off with a tribute to Harold (Hal) Pote, the remarkable Spina Bifida Foundation leader who died suddenly last June, SBA’s Roast raised more than $500,000 and was capped with the annual Porsche raffle won by Gordon Larson of Houston. 


“I was finally blown up, so people know who I am,” said Woodruff, referencing how his public tragedy has spiked attention for the American soldiers and veterans who have suffered injuries in Iraq.  Woodruff praised the efforts of his (unrelated) namesakes, Roast founders Judy Woodruff and Al Hunt, who continue to raise awareness for the many physical challenges faced by their son, Jeffrey, one of approximately 70,000 Americans with Spina Bifida. 

Political satirist Mark Shields emceed the event, referring to Woodruff as a recovering lawyer. Prior, incoming Spina Bifida Foundation President Scott Price, whose son, Pat, has Spina Bifida, introduced the Roast. Price replaces Pote, whose generosity inspired the new Hal Pote Legacy Fund.

SBA’s video featured Abigail Branson, the Mississippi fourth grader with Spina Bifida who swims competitively, regularly visits legislators’ offices in Washington and appeared at the Roast with her mother, Susan Branson, thanking the attendees for their continued support.  

“You’re my sister -- you go, girl,” said Woodruff, who praised Abigail’s tireless spirit and strength. 

Reporting legend Bob Woodward—citing surname confusion that led to many sympathy calls from people thinking he was the one to be roasted—read humorous passages from Bob & Lee Woodruff’s book, "In an Instant: A Family’s Journey of Love and Healing.”  

“When it comes out in paperback, it could be renamed, ‘Diary of An Angry Wife,’” said Woodward, who noted that he told his 11-year-old daughter that he was “going to make fun of a man who had survived a traumatic brain injury.” 

With two military chiefs on the panel, Shields referenced the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy. “It’s okay if Uncle Sam wants you, but if you want Uncle Sam, keep it to yourself,” he said.

Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., 36th chief of staff of the U.S. Army, referenced Woodruff’s reporting efforts in Iraq.  

“He was out there trying to get the story right for the American people,” said Casey.  “People

don’t always appreciate the bond between the journalist and the military.  “The story of Bob and Lee 

Woodruff is one of perseverance, resilience and courage,” he said.

Shields donned a Red Sox baseball cap before introducing Rep. Edward Markey (D-Mass.)

“When Al (Hunt) called Bob Woodruff, it wasn’t the first time he propositioned someone named Woodruff,” said Markey.  

“The good news is that Bob got a plastic implant,” said Markey.  “The bad news is that it was made in China.”  Added Markey, “When (Bob) regained consciousness, the one thing he could say was ‘book deal.”

Lt. Gen. John Sattler, director for strategic plans and policy, J-5, The Joint Staff said that Woodruff’s nickname in Iraq was “Hoover” for the amount of MREs (meals ready to eat) that he consumed.  

Woodruff’s wife Lee knocked the hero perception by pointing out of a few of Woodruff’s habits,

such as leaving his dirty laundry on the floor, using his socks as a napkin, and the fallout from his ice cream habit since he’s lactose intolerant.


“We looked to humor to help us heal,” she said.  Now I can’t stay stuff like, ‘Why are you being so hard-headed?’” She added, "This is the guy who stood up in the tank. How stupid is that?”


Lee Woodruff also noted Bob’s tendency to mix up words after the accident. When waiting for a Verizon service person to arrive at their home one day, Bob asked, “Where is that Viagra man?” Lee said she told him that Viagra was the last thing she needed while managing his injuries and their four children.

Approximately 65 million women of childbearing age in the United States are potentially at risk for having a pregnancy affected by Spina Bifida—a risk that can be reduced by taking 400 micrograms (mcg) of folic acid every day, since half of all pregnancies are unplanned. As with approximately 95 percent of neural tube defects (NTDs), Spina Bifida may occur with no prior family history.

###

About SBA 

Founded in 1973, the Spina Bifida Association (SBA) is the only national voluntary health agency working exclusively for people with Spina Bifida and their families through research, advocacy, education and service. Telephone: 202-944-3285 / 800-621-3141. Web site: http://www.spinabifidaassociation.org.

